


I think we are living one of the most exciting and challenging moments in biomedical research, where 
the completion of the Human Genome Project has fostered a great number of technological advances 
and a type of “Cambrian explosion” of possibilities for approaching the study of the complexity of 
life.
IMPPC is well aware of this moment and has been conceived and built on the solid foundations of ge-
nomics and epigenomics to respond to the challenge of creating a more predictive and personalized 
medicine of cancer. The aim of the institute fits perfectly on my research interests: genetic variation 
and cancer. The IMPPC has been created as a modern research institute that gives special support to 
starting investigators, helping them to take off in the competitive world of biomedical research. It is a 
great pleasure to be part of it.

Fumiichiro Yamamoto
Dr. Yamamoto received a Ph.D. in Developmental and Cellular Biology from the Osaka City University, 
Japan. After postdoctoral work at SUNY at Stony Brook, he became the Head of the Molecular Biology 
Laboratory at The Biomembrane Institute in Seattle. He held a joint appointment as a Research Asso-
ciate Professor at the Department of Pathobiology, School of Public Health, University of Washington. 
After a short stint at the California Institute of Biological Research, he joined the Burnham Institute 
in 1995.  At Burnham he has collaborated with Manuel Perucho’s Laboratory on epigenetic events 
involved in tumorigenesis.  
Dr. Yamamoto received international recognition when he and colleagues elucidated the molecular 
genetic basis of the three major alleles (A, B, and O) of the blood group ABO system in 1990 work 
which is now standard content of biology textbooks.

In America, much money is spent on big research projects where individuality is depreciated in 
the name of teamwork. In Europe, including Spain, however, the 
research projects by individual scientists are well respected. Al-
though this tendency is faltering, the fact that the IMPPC has 
just been created with the financial support from the Catalan 
government proves that the spirit of individuality is still alive. I 
believe that there is ample room for the existence and prosperity 
of the IMPPC so far as the research is unique and original. I also 
believe that I will be able to contribute more to the scientific and 
medical discovery here, rather than spending much time on the 
administration and bureaucracy that are often associated with 
large institutions.
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The first thing you notice when you walk into the new IMPPC building is the colors and the second is 
the amount of light, but talking to the staff working inside you discover that beauty is more than skin 
deep.  

The building, formerly the  Enric Borràs Primary school, is the last of the three schools at Can Ruti to 
be converted. The first is now the Teaching Unit for the Autonomous University of Barcelona (UAB) 
and the second the Institute of Health Science Research Germans Trias i Pujol (IGTP). The original 
structure of the IMPPC building has been an advantage as its square footprint and three floors lent 
themselves to a successful conversion. The school entrance was changed to what was originally the 
side of the building effectively turning the Institute round to face the IGTP so the two research centers 
face each other across a well-maintained visitors parking area.
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This structural change also allowed for the wide communication corridor to complete the four sides of 
the square around the central patio making it easy for personnel to move between the different labo-
ratories and the shared areas. One of the several concerns of the director at the outset was that the 
building will facilitate meetings between scientists from groups from different disciplines. There are 
meeting rooms of different sizes and open areas equipped with small groups of comfortable chairs, a 
signature of the IMPPC, to allow researchers to step out of the labs to discuss different issues in small 
groups.

A second advantage of the square format is that all the laboratories and offices are external, 
with large windows and natural light, whereas the instrument rooms and services are placed on 
the inside.  Located in the Serra Marina Natural Park, the building has views of both the sea and the 
hillside reminding staff that they have the possibility to stretch their legs in the countryside if they 
can find the time. For the very busy there is access to the central patio on each floor which provides 
a pleasant place to sit and talk right next to the laboratories.

Another striking feature is the bright colors of the partition walls, which contrasts with the neutral 
tones of the structural walls and the natural stone and wood used as decorative elements. At night 
the three colors are clearly visible and the building appears to glow with a warm colorful light. The 
partitions are not just decorative; the laboratories are in practice large single spaces that are divided 
into smaller areas for bench work or equipment according to the needs of the research groups at that 
moment. This flexibility and ability to reorganize is vital for a modern research institute; the building 
must house groups who will change research focus and the technology they use rapidly. This flexibility 
was central to the project although it is not as visible as the obvious aesthetic features. In order to 
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make rapid changes to the distribution of spaces the services are run in vertical columns from the top 
to the bottom of the building. The leads for individual instruments, work stations and offices branch 
off in overhead cable trays and drop down where required; this means that all instruments can be 
relocated easily and the use of an area changed quickly.

Although it is planned for every building venture, this one was characterized by its speed and the work 
progressed at a steady pace from the moment that the plans were approved. The initial demolition 
work started in November 2007 and the staff moved into the furnished building in November 2008.  
Although no building project is without hitches, the personnel of Corpimo SA, the company hired to 
carry out the building work; Lluís Cantariño of Novagestió, the consultant overseeing the work on 
behalf of the IMPPC, and the numerous companies subcontracted all worked tirelessly with the IMPPC 
Management Team to resolve problems and keep the work on target.

Dr.  Marcus Buschbeck, a recent arrival, says that it’s a very privileged place to work; “You rarely get 
such a wonderful working atmosphere in a building which is also in a beautiful natural setting.” The 
latest arrival, Ernest Terribas cheerfully adds “the building is great, you wouldn’t know it has been 
converted at all, it’s so new and so colorful.” The final word rests with Dr. Mònica Suelves, who ad-
mits that no researcher wants to have to spend time on helping to coordinate a building project even 
though they all understand the need to have an optimal environment in which to carry out research. 
“I think we are now all glad to see the hard work put in at the planning and building stage has paid 
off and that it is really functional,” she adds.  
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